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There are two words that were new to campus this past 
fall: Equella and Kaltura. Many of you may be wondering 
not only how to pronounce the names, but also how, why, 
and when to use one or both of these products. This article 
will attempt to address those questions.

Equella (pronounced [ee/kwεl/la] or /ῑ’kwu:lә/) was 
adopted to liberate and store digital content in a single 
repository. Our core belief is that Equella or Content.
byui will act as a centrally managed “engine” to share, 
create, and manage content across campus. With this 
platform approach we can centralize our content and 
make it accessible to users on and off campus in a secure 
manner. This content can include documents, websites, 
presentations, library content and much more. The 

repository fosters an environment to share, disseminate, 
and collaborate in the development of educational 
resources. If you have original resources or favorite 
websites you use in your teaching, we encourage you to 
add them to the repository. The content can then be linked 
into your I-Learn courses and made available to all those 
who teach and learn.

Kaltura [kal/tura] is a web-based application that 
allows users to host and share media. Kaltura’s platform 
supports most forms of rich media including video, 
images, and audio. Media uploaded to Kaltura is available 
to users across multiple platforms, including mobile 
devices. Kaltura was adopted to improve our ability to 
reliably stream content across campus and, with use of 
the Church’s distribution network, globally. Think of it as 
YouTube with academic enhancements.

While Equella can handle rich media as well, Kaltura 
is a better option for your audio and video content as the 
content is streamed as opposed to being downloaded. The 
two systems do work nicely together. As audio or video 
files are added to Kaltura, an item can be created and 
stored in Equella pointing to the video asset allowing for 
easy discovery and reuse. Using both of these platforms 
together to create innovative learning resources that can 
easily discovered, reused, and renewed is the objective of 
content.byui.edu.

Understanding the philosophy behind a single content 
repository is the first step in leveraging the benefits 
such a system can bring to campus. The next step is to 
understand how to use content.byui (Equella)and video.
byui (Kaltura)together to store and distribute your 
learning resources. The easiest way to illustrate this is to 
consider the following scenarios:

First, several sections of a foundation course will need 
access to the same Word document that has been created 
as part of the course readings. This document may need to 
be updated as the course progresses. 

The document will first need to be “contributed” to 
content.byui.edu (Equella). The process of contributing 
a document involves navigating to content.byui, clicking 
the contribute button on the left navigation, and choosing 
the BYU-Idaho Faculty Content Collection as the 
location for the document. The “contribution wizard” is 
then displayed where you are asked to add information 
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(metadata) that will help in identifying the content.  
As part of this metadata collection, the resource is 
uploaded. As you click add a resource and choose upload 
a file, a window is displayed where you may choose to 
drag and drop the file, or browse to select it. Completing 
the metadata will only take a minute and is important 
to the discovery of the item later on. Once the metadata 
is complete, you click the Save button to the right of the 
contribution wizard. You will then be presented with  
a dialog box inquiring if you wish to save your item as  
a draft or to publish the item to the collection. Choosing 
to publish the item will make it discoverable by users 
in the system to reuse in other courses, where choosing 
to save as a draft will keep the content in a draft mode 
only discoverable by you and viewable only to those with 
whom you share it. 

Now that the document is in the system, adding it to the 
course is as easy as copying the displayed link on the item 
summary page under links to resources and pasting it into 
the I-Learn course using the add file or website feature, or 
as a hyperlink in an editable content item in Brainhoney. 
Any future edits or additions to the file can then be done 
by accessing the file at content.byui.edu (Equella) and 
choosing to edit the file. The file can be edited in-place, 
then saved and the changes, once saved, will automatically 
be manifested in the courses that reference that item.

The next scenario we will look at using video content. 
Let’s imagine that an instructor wants to demonstrate 
how to use a feature in a software program. The easiest 
way to quickly capture an on screen demonstration or 
presentation would be to use the screen capture utility 
included at video.byui.edu (Kaltura). The instructor 
would navigate to video.byui.edu, and choose the add 
new button at the top right of the page and choose Screen 
Recording from the displayed menu. 

The user then sets the area to record and completes the 
recording. The user is then asked to Name the recording, 
add a description, any relevant tags, and the expected 
lifespan of the content. The Item is then saved in Kaltura. 

Once saved in Kaltura, the user will navigate to  
content.byui.edu (Equella) and create another 
contribution. Instead of choosing to upload a file, on the 
add resources button a Kaltura resource is selected. The 

user then types in the title of the recording and selects 
the box next to the returned results and saves the new 
contribution. It is then added to the course in the same 
way as described in the first scenario, by copying the 
provided link into I-Learn.

Other video or audio content can be added in a similar 
manner by choosing “Media Upload” from the “Add New” 
button at the top right of the video.byui.edu page. Any 
audio or video format can be uploaded with the exception 
of .swf files. (Contact Media Transfer for help)

The benefits of a single source for our content on 
campus will make it easier for faculty wanting to: 

•	 Discover resources to link into their I-Learn courses.

•	 Contribute and share resources they have developed. 

•	 Bring together resources from a variety of sources into 

one viewable package.

•	 Re-use and explore content from across campus and 

around the world.

At BYU-Idaho we’re working to create a system that 
that will empower educators to benefit from the best ideas 
of their colleagues. We can provide department trainings 
or sit down individually with faculty in order to help users 
understand and leverage the power of an academically 
focused content system.
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Call for Papers:
The theme for the Spring 
2014 volume of Perspective is 
“Innovative Teaching-The Future 
of BYU-Idaho.” The theme for the 
Fall 2014 volume of Perspective 
is “Faculty-Mentored Student 
Research.”
We would like to issue a call to faculty to submit short 
articles reporting on experiences with your teaching 
innovation and mentored research. We would like to have 
each college represented. Articles can range in length to 
1,600 words (approximately 6, double-spaced pages of text.  
If you are willing to submit an article or if you have any 
questions, please contact one of the editors of Perspective 
or send an email message to: Perspective@byui.edu. Our 
editorial team is very happy to help. For submission 
format, please see the Style Guide at http://beta.byui.edu/
learning-teaching.

Also, we would like to remind readers to submit any 
stories or anecdotes, both humorous and inspirational, for 
the Lighter Side section of the journal.


